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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Liks aimless driftars in & boat that
has neither rudder nor COMpASss, Wé
started om that tour of Inveatigation.
We planned Lo lall along, stoppl 1.-
we would, looking for a pleasant so lsd“
which to plant ourselves. But e made
nol the allghtest eoffort to map our
colurse

And than suddenly, across that idle
way, there rippled u little atick of chance,
an incident so trivial and {nsignificant
ws mcarcaly notieed it In a momant it
hid broken ths waters and our boat was
Al byt wracked by the unconuidared
winp, m'n' Porter neariy lost his lfe

0!

tm'-t';t'ﬂpuln of the Helepa was st
our service. Wa at  Puenos
Afren and rods oyt through the pampas
rountry on the Haltas river. For 3
whila we thought of buying 1 range
thare, Hut It was such & miniaturs
land. Cowpunching was no mors wtir-
rng than riding & hobby horse, Tha
long-haired ponies were little bigger
thatt wheep and the caltle ware
nnly for their tallow. It sesmed like
a make-hallava

On Vain Hunt for Big Game,
Peru was no more alluring. We ware

|
{
1 looking for big game, And the mighty
} pastime of this realm was the shooting

—|CED—
Sam-Pan Tea

CROWDED WITH FLAVOR
EXTREMELY GOOD
All Bize Packages

Y GI'OO of the Asiatic rats that stampeded the
our er

wharvan,

For no particuiar reason, two of us
being acknowledged fupitives and the
third & somewhat mysteriotn soldler of
fortune, we stopped off at Maxioe City.
Wa knaw Porter only as Bl I had
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Telephone Conditions

While the property has been properly maintained, it is not
the same property which the government took over on August 1,
1918. Tt is not as adequate for its job or as well manned as it
wae, That it is not is ¥ no way the fault of Federal control,
which was eminently fair. It is due tg causes for which neither
the government nor the companies are to blame,

A vear ago today we were ab war. Labor and materials
neéded for both telephone operation and construction were
turned to military uses. Some materials were so vital % the
carrying on of the war that even the work of providing tale-
phone facilities for the government was retarded, and no part
of them could b# spared for commereial telephone purposes.

No less vital was the government need for those skilled to
ereate, maintain and operate the vast intercommunication sys-
tems necessary in modern warfare and in the conduct of the
vastly increased government services.

Thousands of telephone men were already at the battle
front. Thousands more were under arms, and still telephone
experts and skilled operators went into the service of the govern-
ment and contributory industries by the tens of tRousands,

The reserves of plant and equipment were drawn upon until
they were entirely used up, and the experienced staff was grad-
ually depleted. To find others to take the places of those who
had gone was difficult. To train them takes time.

During the vear came vieWory and the armistice; and in-
gtantlv the business world sprang into intense activity. The
demands for telephone service passed all former records.

To replace the exhausted reserves which had been carried
for just such purposes and to replace the skilled forees to meet
this uppreceffented emergency there began a rush for construe-
tion, for readjustment, for high pressure repairs, for feverish
extensions. All these must be confinued with increasing effort,

The return of the property comes in the very midst of this
race between an averpowering demand and an upbuilding of a
system whose growth was held back and whose forees were scat-
tered by the vital needs of war.

Much progress has been made in the upbuilding of this sys-
tem, but far more is still required to meet the swift grwth of
business; and also to give ‘‘first aid" to every other business
and every other service struggling against an unprecedented de-
mand.

2

The prosperity which ereates this emergency in service
creates also a scarcity of those desiring emplovment in the
service.

L Under such conditions telephone service generally has not
1 been and could not be up to the pre-war standard. Tt is beyond
: human power to immediately overcome the handicap willeh the
situation imposes.

‘ There are no people in any publie or private endeavor who
are working more tirelessly or strgmuiousiy for the common good
than those of the telephone companies. Service has always
been given; more of it must be given and it must be improved.
» That improvement in some eases will take months. Eventually
service must win the race with demand.

~ CUMBERLAND TELEPHONE
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

(Incorporated)

. | consequent, bantering moodu, We stoud

{

we dld not seek |t. Nefther Frank nor
I piacad him in our own class. He

the traft to any sinleter eause. With
the romanse of the cowpuncher [ figursd
that this fine, companionabls feliaw wax
troubled with an unh:lppy Ir
We had joafed ong, - deltberately
dodging lssues. At the Hotsl 4l He-
public fate turned the lttle trick that
compalled us Lo change our courne,
I wan sitting in the lobby waiting for
Frank and Porter, Somsthlng ke a
cluteh on my arm struck through my
Tintinnenens, was & breath-taking
minment 1 t & prasence near. |
fearsd 1n |} up. Then & mimantic
hand reached down to ma _Jumbo Rec-
tor, idol of eadet days in Virginla, had
plioked me to my feet,

Meets College Pal,

Rector was six feel six, 1 reached
a bit above his albow. Was had been
the long and the short of it In every
deviiment pulled In ocollege. If thers
was one man of the earth 1 was gind

to sen at that moment it was this buoy-
ant, haalthy-hsarted Samaon.
Rector had bullt the Isthmian rallroad,
He lad & palans of white stone and he
brought us bax and bagea to his
haoclenda. That night T told him the
things that had happensd in the slxteen
yearn pince we partad.
"Who (s thiz friend of yourms, this
BI1T" he asked me later. *'Are you sure
?!fv him? Ha looks to me like n detec-
L
"'T doni't ks your friend Rector,” Por-
ten confided the same night. "He has a
::':L unpleasant way of scrutinizing
Not many davs Iater both Porter and
T had proof of Rector's worth, The an-
tipathy between the two was but super-
ficial, Thero was to be & grand ball
at the hotel. All tieg notablea, Porfirio
Dinx, the cabinet, the sanoritns and the
dons were to be present. Ractor had us
lrl“ln\'lid. %
s wenl throvgh preparations
elaborate as & debutante's, Rector
loansd us his tallor, and tha thres of
un were outfitted in faultless avenin
attire. As wa wersa dressing 1 slipp
on the shoulder scabbard. nk and
Ractor vidiculed me,
"Lat him wear his side arms,' Portar
ibad.  “There should be ons gentleman
n the party,”

“Four Million'* SBaved, -

T guarantes you won't need them
tonight.” Rector promised.

1 ook them off, but reluctantly. 1
came hack Iater and slipped the wix-
shaoler Inle my trouserm hell. That
precaution saved the “Four Milllon™ and
all her treasured succcesors for America
Porter lookad 4 prince that fight. Al
wayve fantidious about his person, the
full dress enchanced his air of distine-
tlon, He was a figure to arrest atten-
tion In any gathering,

And hs was In one of his most in-

against the column commen on the
dress of the dons and the Americany
The Spaniards] In thelr silk stockings

#nd the gay-colored sashes mbout their
sliek-fitting sulta, sesmed to Portsr to
harmonixs with the beauty and the
mug; of the scene.

“Thesa people have poetry In thelr
make-up,” he sald. “What an interest:
Ing speclacle they ;nlht"

An if to Hilustrate his worda, the hand-
samest couple on the floor swung past.
If aver thera was a flawiees job turne
out by God It was that Spanish do
Thers were a hunfired ¥ of cul-
ture behind the charm In :Is manner;
the grace In hix walk. He was slimly
made, quick and slegant. He Bad a
face. of chisaled pe on.

"Hit"” by Dancer's Charm,

The don's partper was a girl of mont
extraordinary guutr—»unsmai and
compelling, Her red halr, her magnifi-
cent blue eyes and har pearl-white skin
stood out, mmong so m dark faces,
an sometling touched :m Al unnat-
ural radlance. She wore & !hmé:r._
gown. She had the color and the witch«
ery of a living opm

I turned to call Bi's attentlon. The
girl had notleed him. = As she passed
ghe gitye the faintest toss of her head | swe

aof her aye than on her lip. With the
deference due to & queen, Porter smiied
and made a courtly baw. ‘The don
stiffened. but net o muscle of his hand-
some face twitched. I knew that the
Incldent was not ol i
breading troubis. Among thess. Pecoler’
& amo nse 0"
1 l.nldnrﬂm. ad g

“Colonel, T feel that that would en-
liven the occasion." The Imperturbabie,

@
ing

T
ligh

was as full of whims ws egg Is of me

Rere,'" a volecs that was mellow ns
cream addressed us. It was the t:::t
His smile wowld have been a warning

that T have not the honor of your me-
quaintance. ﬂuh I that honer T should
be glad 1o Introdues you to the sanor-
ita. Sinee I can not claim the privilege,
I hex you to desist In your attentlons
to_my affianced.''

The English was perfect. The dop
bowed and walked leisurely off. His
flow of gentility won me l‘; could not
holg compl.rln! him _to the maoney-
Frabbing, fat-footed boors th%. decor.
nte An American hal room, e Caxe
tillan seemed Lo mq-‘rzhr of rﬂct.
Porter was not impMased by his ré-

the

girl. 1t seemed to run
currenl frem har Lo
stepped toward him sne
uimlllla—w lightly, ®o deft
dld not even arrest the at
the don,

Mortal Breach Is Committed,

Porter atoo d le It 1
m it a mon‘:::t non?hzn (. :r
of Sy cRivey At T . Lot
cohlva 1 . BOW
mﬂundeﬂ thoylu:o di' to her,

she

. that it |us
ntion of

#ul

T 18 imperative to the
perfect  parformance
and conduct of” your

dally affalrs y

Be sure your vigdon Is
accurale, and
that confident nowledge
that you are not mit-
ting anvihing to n
your sfficieney, ¥

/|

Our expert, g tifie
sxamination of ayes
will reveal the 4 ets.

GeoT. BRODNAX

N intomponaTes

OPTICAL DEPARTMENT
” South a‘ﬂ st
MEMPHIS,

“Ive played everything else,” he an- = 1he don's death
d ok, y His regret was not for the don's
and & amile that was more In' the ia1l| pussed. Tt erTo9i jene, incident had | oo much as for the failure of his own

r. Neither of us gaw the don com- | L® - h to the gall- . 3
until he would have welcomed death to the g R l D tls
A s AT b el T e | LATETUL, hiehiable Den
5 s open han < ed the shad-
g:r"'-n J:«' TSNS Yiow Tuil acroen Fors m.;‘u;' 'u:’l::gﬁrh;:u. e were hur- || We offer you the sesyices of qualified, expert dentists at the row.

The bg’: was mo sudden, o full of | About 50 milas southwest of Mexlco

1 ol i City. the richest valley in the world ’
::u:,‘:‘“u:‘. C;Iu::\ AL -ﬁ.‘:c E,:% P;;t:: I.r: We had looked it oyer. Perfect rit.ss 00 " mwm-s AND
]

hushed tone gave no indlcation the | back, i
reckless devilment of his mood. Mrier |contempt. The bystanders stood aghaat | THinga, grew theérs aimoal spontans- tlng Teeth
at. |af the lunlllgr humiliation of the patri- | oualy. WEana ;

L olan stranger.
DP‘ h”a“ s“.'n‘ar 8 ’0" It was but the breath of an instant.
'‘Bir, T mee that you are a stranger | Port
hunohad forward, his face crimpon wi
rage. On his cheek, four livid we
stood out like white blisters. In that| not know what he meant. T Jearned
to any man but Blll Porter. “You are |scene of
not wocustomed to our ways. T regret|of the jungle was unleashed,
Like & mad bull, Porter sprang for | establish ourselves. Each had his own
g POt ateat. e Fran ft WK Bt anoth
ng Porter about t walst, Boma- k and to me it was Bt another ,
fnm Nashed. The next aecond, ks stil- :-rludnmure in lives already over- No matter how bard or flat
Istto was driving sjpaight for Wbrter's | crowded. Nelther of us realized that your moulh or how many un-

throat.
It was Bill's lifs or the don's,

Bhot Booms Like Blast. for him as it 4id for us. We never |l | look natural and that you can
The bang went like dynamits through | one day be compelled Lo eat at &

the ba . The don fell, Porter stood | “hog trough” with thieves mnd mur- nothing. high - class: warkmanship
auesta. -
The 4 arel phiehd Meking. £ 90 h“nrr“::' hewn to stons, & look of white | derers and to bend his pride to the ig Sets of teeth as low as 85,

rol know what devilmeny um?d the | where volces whispered and a
e an :om.rlu rn!‘;:‘d into a ﬁlhpl‘;r rma:l_ Il at once | ter, 1 think, knew that the die was
from t

f;)ﬂpt'z her | dashed the crowd aside, Bhll"l?:f ur::: r““‘rﬂ wrﬂl}kad by smne. GD’Il m.,. Pm' Cement .ld ia m at
Rector swept mo into his gigantic | 1 we could have planted ourselves in ABOUT HALF USUAL PRI :

arms as though I were a kitten, Frank
oaught Portar and pushed him from the

Reclar's cwrringe walting, We thetics, as desired or
re_hustied into it. The most diamal | o tut Nerined eultethe: shame that

e
e anid She Took. it and smilad. |82 B

me
not Bhe took it and had done an a thing. offices
Nover was Bl Porter more magnets |1 se narvonsmess S, Lo e of rieid Morror of his face aa We #ot - -
.. . i I . ;
Now you've played hell,” I maid. He [ 0L Jumbo poured whisky for us and tried ,
had committed & mortal breach, and he | 4 HE ot kilied gehiberstely L had | Chicnten our mood. Porter #0
kpew L. panish atiqueite demanded id not u-aub!o ma., ‘g‘mr's g that when the conchmin \
that the prassntation be made to the | suiee' grung lke & bite. 1 wanted k.-e::d to tell us the team was ready
don. who would (hank him for the sen- e N (el me Thad done the Fight | he reeled and seemed about to col- -~ e |
[ K- ! Ton' o M .
.._il_—_. tment and an unabearable irrita. | "Don't worry.” Rooter pald as ha )
e —— | (o aguInet A1l of tham DIt into me. |sheok hands. “‘Everything will be el [ = |
1 felt as though 1 wers in the “Black | right. You can trust this driver, I'm -
BRODNAX Maria’ on the way 16 the scaffold. An | plis back to the hotel. | will tell the o ||
- urh welghed like & muffo- :i PR you e :‘ﬂ"hr home, It will : G & |
iing ot preath upen un. L Y T e way atation on A WAR-TIME ILL THATS |
o atie. WL DRINE 1 jooked | the Tampico raid, Inter onught & tramp SALVE m )
ccuram tie upraised black .'m_ 'r:. monot- | steamer at Mazatlan and flaally ars ’ I
. onous clgiter of the hoof beats was the | rived at San Diego, striking out on a RED in the war trenches of Europe, & wave of It
s & on und. 'The sllance seemed a re- nqat‘h::? to Ban Franclsco, Wo never D nary ITCH i spreading over he country. This »k ‘ .
vls'on 4 proK t:n:n“inlﬂuludl“—l Sl | 4 : o disease, history shows, has ailways prevailed, fo '

{he wordn more 1o myself than to them. (To De Continued.)
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Beef—
It’s Cheap Food

Compared with prewar price levels, beef
15 one of the cheapest of essential foods
today. Other foods have advanced to
much higher points—and remained there.

A survey conducted by the Health- Commissioner of

Chicago showed the following price increases for the i

current year over 1993-14: 14
< 4

Flowr . . . “. . . 210%
Sugar . . . . . . 115%
‘Milk S R T Tl i
RoundSteak . . . . . 86%

I Eggs . . . . . . .8%
SirloinSteak . . . . .. 61%

Beef is one of the best values in the food line and there
is plenty of it.

The need for conservation for military purposes is past.

 BUY BEEF—
It’s Good Food — It’s Cheap

American Natlonal Live Stock Assoclation 3 Indiana Cattle Feeders' Assoclation
National Wool Growers' Associstion West Virginia Live Btock Assoc

Cattle Raisers' Assoclation of Texaa Wyoming Stack Growers' Association
Corn Belt Meat Producers’ Association of Iowa Montana Stock Growers' Assoclation
Kamsas Live Stock Assoelstion California Cattlemen's Agsoclation
Bouthern Cattlemen's Association Colorado Live Btock Association
Panhandle and Southwestern Stockmen's Assoclation Idaho Cattle Growers' Assoclation
Nebraska Stock Growers' Assoclation ' Arizona Cattle Growers' Association
Missourl Live Stock Feeders’ Assoclation New Mexico Cattle Growers' Assoclation’
Illinols Live Stock Association Cattle Ralsers' Assoclation of Oregon

Repablished by the American Meat Packeps’ Association
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ng his hand (n scornful was to have been our home.

nas, oorn, alligator pears,
asked only to be planted, The palms

o1 L u
" road shoulder ificont. max w ‘ ’
IM up, hia N wersa magnifh B
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od to purchase it, “ons ]]
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ulsite culture, the ferocity | when I read “‘Cabbages and Kinga*
Here, too, Prank and | hoped to re-

don, striking right and left,

dream.
himself forward, grip- In that silent ride the visltn passed,

a bitter crisla had been reached in the satisfactory sets of teeth you
life ult_ thq_ retloent, droll-tongued fel- have had made, we guarantes Best qunlity poﬂ.‘tlﬂili. m.e_

ulled out my forty-five and fired | jow : L that wi £
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